RAG RUGS
and other
HAMIMVONVEMNS
PLACEMATS

RAG BAGS

All handwoven on
Antigque Looms
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Everyone has a dream...Crazy as a Loom
Weavi ng Studio is mine. In a historic 1790
home located in the littl e hamlet of K ingsbury,
NY, | have found my passion. | originally
purchased the house for a place to set up all my

antique looms. At some point, bringing the house back to life
and the dream to weave became so entangled, | couldn’t tell them apart. I no
longer knew wh ere one ended and the other began....they became
inseparable, “interwoven.”

Now th e entire downst airs and some of th e upstairs is creative space for
weaving and fiber arts. Here | pursue the art of w eaving rag rugs and other
handw ovens. My mission is to handcraft my work in the spirit of recy cling —
| uti lize leftover produc ts of th e textile industr y, old blue jeans, and miill
ends to make functional, du rable, and beautiful f loor coverings. Fabric
remnants are used to make fashionable “rag bags”.

There is no mystery, no secret pattern.....just th e rhythm ic sound of old
looms doing their jobs, treadl es to the floor, harnesses mised, beaters
packing the weft. In th e words of Th oreau, | have met with “success
unexp ected in common hours”.

Hilar y Cooper-Kenny
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When | put a w arp on, it alw ays ends
up being a surprise. | start out with a
couple of colors, and suddenly, a
combi nation ap pears. Then | pick

fabrics from my huge stash, and a rug
is born.

Before | can w eave — which is what |
love the most — ttere is “fabric prep”
to be done..... fabric has to be cutinto
strips th e right width t o make a tight,

compact w eft, and ulti mately, a rug that wi Il stand up
to tr affic.

Every loom gets warped with 50 or m ore yards of warp
at a time. Winding on a new w arp is a day’'s project.
Then the heddles and the reed have to be threaded. It is
easy  make a mistake. | try to do it just once. As |
weave, | wi nd rugs on the front beam. Eventually,
there is no more room, and | ha ve to take them all off. |
unrol | them and cut them apart. Then | hand tie th e
fringe, a welcome break
from th e sometimes
strenuous work of w eaving.

| tr y to create a different | ook each and every

time. Weaving the exact same rug over and over
is not for me!

The other day, | met a lady at a garage sak. She
said, “Aren’t you Crazy as a loom?” | paused and
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All r ugs, placemats, r unners,
and ot her handwo vens are
washable in cool w ater wit h
a mild deterg ent.

www.crazyasaloom.com

once again, no two are alike. Some are
made with just on e fabric thro ughout, for a more cohesive look,

wh ile others are hit and miss, with several fabrics, for a more countr y look.
Sizes range from 20" wid e, all the way up to 7 feet wid e, with th e length
usually being 1 and 1/2 ti mes the width. Cust om ord ers are available.

These rugs are simpl e pleasues,
made to live with. Folk art and
functional ity come together in
playful and unexp ected color
schemes.

The first style is the Kingsbury
Cotton Rug. Woven on strong
cotton w arp, th e weft materials in
these rugs are cotton and cotton
blends, for a crisp, clean look.
They come in a myriad of colors,




The second style rug is the Portage Fluff
Rug. These rugs are also woven on
cotton and poly c otton warp. The weft
material is the selvedge ends of
upholstery material. These rugs also
come in a variety of colors, solids, and
stripes. They have an intriguing texture,
and are wonderful towalk on. They are
durable enough for p ets, and pets love
them. My dog, Eddie, has his own.
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For an informal dining
exp erience, th ese placemats
and table runners are perfect
They are charming and
colorful on your table, yet
they are compl etely
washable and suitable for
every day use. Placemats
are 13" x 20" with 3" fr inge
that can be trimmed.

Runners come in two

standard lengths, but can

be custom ord ered to any
specification.




Rag bags are nspired and artful, designed at the
loom. Notwo bags are alke, they are truly

uniq ue and one of a kind. Woven on cotton warp
with a v ariety of

fabrics, they are

fully lined,

closures are

shaps or velcro.

Some bags are

casual ewvery day

bags, like the

blue jean bags,

while others are

suitable for

"dressing up".
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3835 State Route 4, Kingsbury
Hudson Falls, NY 12839
Phone: 518-747-4147




